PECSAC EXPEDITION – OBAN – October 12th & 13th 2002

Six diver places available for this weekend.

The weekend has been organised through Puffin Dive Centre, Port Gallanach, Oban, PA34 4QH;  telephone number 01631 566088.  Diving will be from a RIB with two dives per day over two days and one nights accommodation in Puffin’s town house.

Dive sites will be confirmed/agreed with the organisers on arrival in Oban. 

Diving and the Boat
The dive boat will be one the Puffin’s 11m RIBS with twin 240hp inboard engines:  max speed of 51 knots.  We are booked for two dives on Saturday afternoon and two dives on Sunday morning.  We stay at sea on the boat between dives, spare cylinders being on the boat for the second dive.   A hot drink and snack bar (Kit Kat) are provided between dives.  Puffin divers provide all cylinders on the boat; I strongly recommend you use theirs rather than your own. It makes loading and unloading the boat a lot easier and reduces congestion on the boat.  The boat can accommodate 10 divers so we may be sharing dive trips with others. 

The Town House Accommodation.

A converted bungalow near the famous site of McCaigs’s tower, approximately 3 miles from Puffin Dive Centre and a few minutes walk from Oban town centre.   The bungalow is set with three others in a little valley high on the hill above Oban.  Accommodation for up to ten people in five twin rooms all well fitted out.  It is double glazed and has central heating.  The kitchen is fully fitted with a cooker, fridge freezer, microwave, dishwasher, washing machine, tumble dryer and toaster together with all other kitchen necessities.   The dining area includes TV and pay ‘phone but there is no lounge. Bathroom is fitted with bath/shower unit, sink and toilet and an unlimited supply of hot water. A spacious garden to the back of the house and enough car parking for everyone; providing we share cars.  Unlike the April dive weekend when we stayed in a site chalet, we may not have the use of a changing room.

The basic itinerary will be as follows (subject to variation)

Saturday 12th 
Travel to Oban to arrive at site about 11:00.  Kit up “as divers” with kit on the quay side ready to load the boat and leave at 13:00.  Boat returns to shore 17:30 after which we make our way to the accommodation.  I will book a table in an Oban restaurant for about 20:00

Sunday 12th 
By 08:00 be on the quay side ready “as divers”.  Kit loaded on the boat for 08:30 departure.  Boat returns to shore 12:30.  Settle accounts, i.e. dive marshal and individuals who may have had nitrox, etc,  and travel home.

Please note: 
 

1.The boat departure and return times are prompt and if you are late you could miss the boat.

2. Please ensure you take with you a boat bag large enough to hold all of your loose kit (i.e. fins, regulators, reel, torch, mask, hood and gloves) rather than loading it piecemeal into the boat.  It keeps it together and reduces the chance of loosing it or it being stood on.

3. The big Ribs are fairly high from the water to top of tube and climbing in can be difficult.  We must help each other to get back into the boat.

4. Puffin divers are fussy about divers loosing cylinder boots.  On the boat check that your cylinder boot is secure: if not tell the cox’n and leave it behind on the boat when diving.  

THE COST.

The cost per person for the weekend staying in the Town House is £95

This includes one night accommodation only, two boat dives per day, light refreshments on the boat and air fills.  Cylinders and weights are included in the price.  Nitrox is available up to 40% at £2-70 per fill.  

The dive site has a well stocked dive shop and there are plenty of places in Oban to cater for our food and drink.

If you wish to go on this trip please advise by return email and send a £30 deposit per person by cheque (cash not acceptable) to me at Seafield House, 3B109.  

Cheques must be made payable to:  Universal Sodexho. 

Deposits are not returnable.

